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Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is a site of remarkable variety and beauty on the north-east coast of
Australia. It contains the world’s largest collection of coral reefs, with 400 types of coral, 1,500
species of fish and 4,000 types of mollusc. It also holds great scientific interest as the habitat of
species such as the dugong (‘sea cow’) and the large green turtle, which are threatened with
extinction.

(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA I1GO 3.0

Brasilia

Brasilia, a capital created ex nihilo in the centre of the country in 1956, was a landmark in the
history of town planning. Urban planner Lucio Costa and architect Oscar Niemeyer intended that
every element — from the layout of the residential and administrative districts (often compared to
the shape of a bird in flight) to the symmetry of the buildings themselves — should be in harmony
with the city’s overall design. The official buildings, in particular, are innovative and imaginative.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA I1GO 3.0

The Great Wall

In c. 220 B.C., under Qin Shi Huang, sections of earlier fortifications were joined together to form a
united defence system against invasions from the north. Construction continued up to the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644), when the Great Wall became the world's largest military structure. Its historic

and strategic importance is matched only by its architectural significance.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)
Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0

Old Havana and its Fortification System

Havana was founded in 1519 by the Spanish. By the 17th century, it had become one of the
Caribbean's main centres for ship-building. Although it is today a sprawling metropolis of 2 million
inhabitants, its old centre retains an interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical monuments, and a
homogeneous ensemble of private houses with arcades, balconies, wrought-iron gates and internal

courtyards.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)
Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0

Kronborg Castle

Located on a strategically important site commanding the Sund, the stretch of water between
Denmark and Sweden, the Royal castle of Kronborg at Helsinger (Elsinore) is of immense symbolic
value to the Danish people and played a key role in the history of northern Europe in the 16th-18th
centuries. Work began on the construction of this outstanding Renaissance castle in 1574, and its
defences were reinforced according to the canons of the period's military architecture in the late
17th century. It has remained intact to the present day. It is world-renowned as Elsinore, the setting
of Shakespeare's Hamlet.

(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0
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Palace and Park of Fontainebleau

Used by the kings of France from the 12th century, the medieval royal hunting lodge of
Fontainebleau, standing at the heart of a vast forest in the Ile-de-France, was transformed, enlarged
and embellished in the 16th century by Francois I, who wanted to make a 'New Rome' of it.
Surrounded by an immense park, the Italianate palace combines Renaissance and French artistic
traditions.

(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA I1GO 3.0

Works of Antoni Gaudi

Seven properties built by the architect Antoni Gaudi (1852—-1926) in or near Barcelona testify to
Gaudi’s exceptional creative contribution to the development of architecture and building
technology in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These monuments represent an eclectic, as well
as a very personal, style which was given free reign in the design of gardens, sculpture and all
decorative arts, as well as architecture. The seven buildings are: Parque Glell; Palacio Guell; Casa
Mila; Casa Vicens; Gaudi’s work on the Nativity fagade and Crypt of La Sagrada Familia; Casa
Batll6; Crypt in Colonia Guell.

(Testo tratto da https:/ /whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0

Tower of London

The massive White Tower is a typical example of Norman military architecture, whose influence
was felt throughout the kingdom. It was built on the Thames by William the Conqueror to protect
London and assert his power. The Tower of London — an imposing fortress with many layers of
history, which has become one of the symbols of royalty — was built around the White Tower.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.otg)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0

Archaeological Site of Olympia

The site of Olympia, in a valley in the Peloponnesus, has been inhabited since prehistoric times. In
the 10th century B.C., Olympia became a centre for the worship of Zeus. The Altis — the sanctuary
to the gods — has one of the highest concentrations of masterpieces from the ancient Greek world. In
addition to temples, there are the remains of all the sports structures erected for the Olympic Games,
which were held in Olympia every four years beginning in 776 B.C.

(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA I1GO 3.0
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Ferrara, City of the Renaissance, and its Po Delta

Ferrara, which grew up around a ford over the River Po, became an intellectual and artistic centre
that attracted the greatest minds of the Italian Renaissance in the 15th and 16th centuries. Here,
Piero della Francesca, Jacopo Bellini and Andrea Mantegna decorated the palaces of the House of
Este. The humanist concept of the 'ideal city' came to life here in the neighbourhoods built from
1492 onwards by Biagio Rossetti according to the new principles of perspective. The completion of
this project marked the birth of modern town planning and influenced its subsequent development.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0
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Costiera Amalfitana

The Amalfi coast is an area of great physical beauty and natural diversity. It has been intensively
settled by human communities since the early Middle Ages. There are a number of towns such as
Amalfi and Ravello with architectural and artistic works of great significance. The rural areas show
the versatility of the inhabitants in adapting their use of the land to the diverse nature of the terrain,
which ranges from terraced vineyards and orchards on the lower slopes to wide upland pastures.
(Testo tratto da https://whc.unesco.org)

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA I1GO 3.0
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